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. . No elder brother or sister is to decide . i 

the^others shall bTor do ; 'no younger brother or sister shall be an ^ 
aggressor on the rights or possesses of their seniors. If they borrow f rom 
each other they must pay again, and the less borrowing the better. . . 

But people may say « Is there to be no give-and-take ,s there to be no 
kindliness, no generosity in the family ? ’-Certainly, but no injustice • no 
.claiming the services and self-denial of others as a right; no selfish 
demands on the time or the possession of our blood relations on the high- 
handed and quite unjustifiable plea, ‘ He is my brother, ‘ She is my sister ’ 
Let family life in all its relations be established first on the lines of fairness 
as between man and man, and love, joy and peace will not fail to follow.”’ 
This writer also thinks that boys and girls should, if possible, receive 
exactly the same preliminary education, should alike learn to sew, to row 
to run, to cook, and that history, and science, and languages, and mechanics 
at the outset should be taught them together. 

Those who were interested in the article I quoted last month on 
“Children’s Music” may be glad to know of “The Child’s Garden of 
Verses,” by R. L. Stevenson, and “The Children’s Sacred Wreath,” a 
collection of well-known nursery hymns, both set to music by Mary 
Carmichael. The medodies are simple and charming, and the little ones 
soon pick them up, and warble them as they lie awake in their cots, at 
least mine do. 

J une 7- Pater Junior. 

4( I.° H.B.-Answer to question in May number of Parents' Revuw — 

simnl'A V ?v a ” ( coloured )’ illustrated by Walter Crane, is a charming 

• S , m Sery Rhymes - (Publishers, G. Routledge & Sons) 

N..,’ .1 Nu^-y Rhymes," by J. W. Elliott. „i,h ill-stt. J s 

deliehtful Pr' 1 0 f nS 'V S \ ar ^ er b°°l { ' a little more advanced, and most 
delightful. Price of either, I think, about 5s. 


THE “ P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

[The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspondents .J 

DEAR Editor,— You might be interested to hear about an idea for 
the early teaching of Composition, which we have also borrowed from 
the Germans. 

I give each child above eight years of age, ten words picked at random 
from the dictionary to write down. I then explain carefully the meaning 
of each, and the child must bring to its next lesson ten sentences written 
out, each containing one of these words, so that I can judge if the- 
pupil has thoroughly grasped the meaning of each word. 

B. A. T. 

Dear Ediior, When the last term ended, and holidays began, my 
children came to me and said, Mother, may we learn something to do with 
our hands in the holidays ? I then suggested Holiday Lessons, and asked 
them if they would like to take an hour each morning, and we would take 
the first day, modelling ; the second, basket-work ; and the third, bent- 
iron work, and then begin again. They are delighted with this, and the 
youngest of four has been allowed to join us, and is quickly learning to 
make his little brain direct his hands. Children so often— strange as it 
may sound to many — get so tired of perpetual play, that other parents may 
be only too delighted to adopt our new plan. 

B. JOWETT. 


Quinta do Pico de Sao Joao, Funchal, Madeira, 
May 12 th , 1893. 

Dear EDITOR, — Some copies of the Parents' Review , together with the 
book on Home Education were put into my hands a little while ago by 
Mrs. Gordon. 

In speaking of them afterwards to her I was able to say how much they 
had interested me, because they, to a certain extent, legitimized some 
heterodox proceedings of my own in the training of my little son. Mrs. 
Gordon thought it might interest you to hear of any steps taken in the 
direction to which the Parents' Review is a guide, and so I am troubling 
you with a little of my experience. 

You will see by the heading of my letter that I am a resident in Madeira, 
and will probably not be surprised to learn that Punchal, our city , is by no- 
means a modern Athens. Means of education for English children are 
not abundant. My little boy, who is just eight years old, goes to a small 
private school w r hich is open about two hours a day, and where daily 
portions of Pinnock’s Catechism, Guide to Knowledge, Poetry and 
Spelling are served out. I do not believe in solitary education for a 
dreamy, highly imaginative boy, and therefore rather send him to be with 
other children for two hours a day, than keep him at home with his baby 
sister. 
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If I might choose his lesson books for school it would be easier, as it , 

I , an only supplement at home, and you will see that some of your p r ‘ 
i„d suggestions are put into practice. I have a great horror of the d 
bones of Pinnock’s History, and so have tned to clothe them and bre a S 

life into them from various authors. 

AVas it a daring experiment to try an illustrated Shakespeare and use h 
historical plays from John to Henry VIII to interest so young a schol ar ': 
At any rate the result surpassed my expectations. We read, expl a j ne , 
and skipped, and every morning, after an eager “ Come along, mamma i 
Here is the book,” the immortal William was allowed to take hold f 
another mind The interest was intense. Pity and indignation, f u „ 
laughter were all there— Harry V of course appeals to a boy— but the 
sovereign contempt of this eight-year-older for unfortunate Henry V] j 
his fear of Margaret, was very funny. “ Oh, gentle Margaret, oh, sweet 
son,” this small boy would declaim, with his head on one side, and 
ludicrous grimace, and follow' it up with a vehement denunciation of “the 
old stupid,” as he collapsed on the sofa and kicked his heels in the air 
He nicknamed his baby sister “ Mrs. Falstaff,” and our united grief jj 
that after Henry VIII there is no more Shakespeare to our Pinnock. No 
more jam to our bread. Tennyson’s “Mary Tudor” fell miserably fl at ° 
but "Westward Ho! ” and the time of Queen Elizabeth was as refreshing 
as a breath of mountain air. All this seems exceedingly unorthodox— but 
this boy of mine does not care to be “ talked down to.” He resents the 
coiidescendmg tone of some of the instructive children’s books, calling 

witiTthe h by pap ,' a , ’if 8 n ° greater deli £ ht than t0 hear a good authof 
with the big words altered and the difficult passages skipped 1 had mv 

XL£°V:^S‘' Kin J S °' 0m0n ’ 8 Mines ” t0 but he was 

difficult to nut in! C | T V°U haVe ( ’° ne WC * 1 ’ b ut som ehow it is very 
must still have been of t0 ' da y- The Johnsonian influent 

that itlfnot sLo C n E® th ° Ugh ^ ^ « fi " d 

if I knew enough^ Emd^ 10 ” w ■ W ° rks here would not matter so much 
England, but owin<r to ffinV PU l catl0ns to be able to order them from 
partly educated on thp r ^ resi ence abroad and to the fact that I was 
school books. I want t on ln ^ nt » * know shamefully little about British 
or thr ee other ’olomes my , b ° y £ eo £ ra P h y and history, and two 

civilization, and I wonder^’ f ^ as lt were, a juvenile history of 

as a kind of back-bone t* anythln £ exists in English which could serve 
with geography and dates °™J SC 1 remember my own struggles 

how I hated it all. i > 1H scientl fic and commercial inventions, and 
remember, when I cram » and had an omniverous mind, and 

/mgarian girl 0 f fourteen 'uhf the humiliation I felt before a 

1 n ot, and how stupid it a reabz ed what she knew and what I 
acts were made on all cia™ 6 be com Pl e tely at sea when allusions 
c< nturi 68 ° f t j 10ug , ht ci S '' lc h betrayed a thorough knowledge of 
y nghsh education no douhT '° n ° f which 1 was absolutely ignorant. 

™ " 0t far helow the average^ but J rea »y hebeve that I 

ant to explain what I w ' ass mother of to-day in knowledge. 
at 1 was deficient in. 
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I knew a good deal of English History and Bible History, some Greek 
and Roman History, Modern French and Scotch History, and the dates of 
our English Kings. As well as this I knew isolated facts, and biographies, 
but my learning was all one sided and insular, and scrappy in the extreme. 

I had heard of the invasion of the Goths and Vandals, but where they 
came from, or where they settled I had not a ghost of an idea, any more 
than I had of what the Germans call the Volker WanderOng, or of the 
Byzantian empire or the glories of Venice in its palmy days. 

I had read of Charlemagne, Henry of Navarre, and the Medicis, Martin 
Luther, Copernicus, Michael Angelo and Plato, but as to the surroundings 
of these people, what their countries were like and what produced them, 
and what was doing in our island when they flourished (as it was called 
in the lesson books), I knew' nothing. 

I don’t know whether I was quite as bad as the lady who spoke to some 
friends of mine about “ les modes de Louis XV, Quinzieme siecle ” or the 
French author (crowned by the French Academy too) who declaimed about 
a fame w'hich should spread from the freezing pole of the North to the 
burning pole of the South. But I know that I w r as perfectly hampered by 
ignorance, not knowing what went on in Europe at any given date after 
the Conquest, except when the Crusaders mixed up all Christendom, and 
some of the dukes and kings had a chance of standing up and getting 
labelled, because they all went to the Holy Land, and fought and 
quarrelled together. 

Now would it be possible to obviate this in teaching my boy by 
beginning in this way. 

Take two maps of Europe, &c., one of to-day, and one of the known 


world B. C. 52. 

First of all, point out our island and its proportion to other countries, 
and tell how many nations had gone to the making of the British 
people of to-day. Britons, Romans, Danes, Saxons and Celts of all sorts, 
and Normans, and make the child understand that to be able to judge 
about his own country he must see what other ones w f ere like as w'ell. 
Tell briefly something about England’s great navy and her manufactuies 
and inventions, about rail roads and light houses and printing machines, 
and then go back to the old map of Julius Csesar’s time, and show what 
England was then, and so gradually trace the progress of time to t le 

present day. , 

But history must not only be traced in our own island, lo sa) t at J u ius 
Caesar w r as a great Roman general, and came from Rome in Italy 1S e * 
1 would describe Rome of that time, its streets and people, i r< ss a 
custonris, education and religion, where it stood in cultivation, 
some personal peculiarities of the great man, see his rien s, am 
them talk. There are books on all sides which could e P* 

Then I would go with Ca-sar to the lands he went .to. Pu the deep 
blue sky of Egypt before the child, and the yellow sunlight on the massne 
sculptured buildings and bas-reliefs. People the streets of these cities 
ancient even then— with the black faces and brigh co oure g ^ 
moving among the great palaces. — Give a pictuic o 1 
Cleopatra in her barge. Show the temples of Apis am 
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statues— and religious processions— the Pyramids— the great des P 
its caravans, the river and its crocodiles. There are geogranh a ' 1(1 
history and natural science all wanted here to present Eg ypt £ y and 
saw it. Eber’s books make one see it. CtEsar’s own conquests 1 C ‘ esa '’ 
over the Asia, Spain, Switzerland, Germany, France, and Belgj Um ake »s 
day, and a description of our own island as he saw it, with the ey ° f that 
had looked upon the splendours of the East and South, willT Whic( > 
child’s imagination, and make it alive to the contrast, and mindf* 1 a 
far more than if all the histories of separate nations were • U * ° f 
learned with dates. Sf 'P ; i rately 

I do not know if I am right in thinking that our insular 
prejudice might be less in later years, if we were taught in the ES a " d 
where England had been m the scale of nations, and how much if mn? 
to her conquerors. s ” e °wed 

Caesar makes a thread which joins the known world together at th 
When that great period is taken in we might go on to the birth n,e ’ 
and then will come the travels of the apostles, where the Chricf * Lhnst ' 
began to spread. Palestine, Greece and Rome in Nero’s tU*” y ellg ' on 
gladiators in Rome and the homes of gladiators and barbarian^ 1VCS ° f 
the north. Here are more links in a chain of interest hinA , s,aves »» 
world together. Then comes the destruction of Jerusalem "fi *7 kn °" n 
of the Jews. And with all this comes desert 

nvers, seas, great eruptions of volcanoes cr re at , cIlmate - country, 
savages, destruction of cities and monuments the k ° f h ° rdes of 

of old idolatries, and the rise of the arts and h ’ H bat C 3nd dyin S out 
In all this the historv of our own land would h"'^ ^ 
not for nothing that Britain was 2 2 yZ “ a ^ ^ P ' ace ’ * -as 
a straight road, and strong ruin public bath *° man P rovince -as many 
Of all the splendid romances deliJhrf?? if Ut,n namo wil1 testif y- 
the world's history ought to be ’the rf H f ,° 7 and teach ’ such a story of 

if . °° ks ' and do n °t know what is best If > * t0 dlrCCt me ln the use 

•f it were in French or German it un fi'w 7 Were in En S lis h. good-but 
Our great historians 2 be the same. 

i ° ,d Saxon kings — but 'never a word 'TT**- ° f ° Ur ° W " ,and ’ a " d 
rom, or what their nearest kinsfolk A u escr *P t ‘ on of the land they came 
„ W c used to learn books of d ' d f ° r a livin S- 

m°sTi e ; bUt the great changes"^ myth0l0ffy ’ mostly that of Greece and 
S ’- thr ° Ugh Ro ™n ani se! 7” from thc worship of .he 

IaSid S tSi h0r0UghlyeXpladn S an ld ° latrous P eriods U P t0 

beS n h S a UP ° n you - bM youseem 0 and best °wed a good deal of 

suited, so ple ase forgive, ‘ d *° be the best authority that could 

And 1 , . 


^ b " i0V ' d «- Miter, y „„ s tr „ ly , 


M.P. 


OUR 


WORK. 


Fisole Club . — Subject for July — Butterfly or Mnfi, r , 
object of the study will be not so much to m-ik-p’ "7 th< l lfe . ihe 

of the pattern on the creature’s wings (flattened a scien * lfic dla gram 
, • ,, .. , , *> s > (.nattened out as thev are when 

preserved in a collection), but to sketch the attitude, as it stands wkh 

butterfly 7” a Inoth^fand keep h^for short Time Imd pr ° ba , bly catch a 
injury: but if that be impossible, draw any sort of" link Sum^al 
you can observe, -even ,f you get only a hasty note of a daddy-long- eg 
on the window ; only, the study must be from life-a character 
portrait ' and of the sire of Hfe. a, ne „ ly as 

attention to the pencil drawing, and then a little colour if convenient 
end rf n july ‘° Colb "£WOod, Coniston, Lancashire, by the 

1'he House of Education. — A visit from the lady visitor Mrs. Dallas 
Yorke, (May, 26th— 29th) has stimulated the students greatly, and afforded 
them very great pleasure. The incoming students for the incoming 
session appear to be a very promising set, earnest, educated women. 
We wish many more such would enter on training. It is depressing to 
nave to say, No ! to so many mothers who write for governesses. We feel 
greatly cheered by all the pleasant things said about our work at the 
Annual Meeting. We should like to say here that Miss Beale’s sympathy 
was especially generous and encouraging, as the report of her address is 
inadequate. We have received an extremely useful and generous gift 
rom Mrs. Dallas Yorke in the shape of Chambers’ Encylclopaedia, the new 
edition, half bound. By the way, our Library has some empty shelves, 
and gifts of books would be very acceptable. 

The Parents' Review School— The Summer examination is a private 
one, that is, parents themselves examine on the term’s work, ordering 
1 eirs as much as possible on the lines of the Parents' Review School 
examinations, sending in total of marks gained and general report. 

le children may be examined at any time before the family disperses for 
summer holidays. Holiday irregularities make it impossible to fix a time 
to send ou * a general examination. 

The Parents' Review . — Our readers must continue to make great efforts 
^ spread the magazine : had they only heard all that was said about the 
Rents' Review at the Annual Meeting, our readers would all act as 
C0 P° rte urs, and we should be saved from all further anxiety. Meantime 
^ ave to acknowledge, very gratefully, a cheque of £20 from Mrs. 
udson, a kind gift to enable us to pay a debt to the Publishers of the 
Magazine. 


